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meals in the refectory fell, however, to other obedientiaries.
The almoner (p. 29. 5} saw to the distribution of the exten-
sive alms of the monastery ; but, like most officials, he had
various miscellaneous duties ia addition. The teacher of
nonces (p. 29. 18) not merely taught the novices during their
year of probation, but regulated every department of their
life. His work was thus highly responsible and important,
The infirr/iirarius (p. 108. 9) tended the sick of the convent,
and performed the periodical blood-letting (cf. note to p.
37. 7).
The Abbey at Bury St. Edmund's consisted of a lord abbot,
a prior, sub-prior, 80 monks and 15 chaplains, more than 40
priests, and ill servants all employed within the Abbey
walls. When one considers the many far-ins and mills be-
longing to the Abbey, with its feudal dependencies, it will be
seen that Leland's description was in no way exaggerated.